Charlotte Gem & Mineral Club

GOLDRUSH LEDGER

FROM THE PREZ

I hope everyone is coming out to
the meeting this month. Danny
Jones will be reviewing how to set
up display cases for shows. That
means our show is just around the
corner—on June 9,10 and 11. With
that we also need more people to
volunteer. Set-up starts at 1:00
p.m. on Thursday, June 8. I would
like to see all of you come out and
help your club!

Our DMC dig is also coming up.
The dig will be at the Bowers’
Farm, where we will search for
limonite. The date is set for the

Warren Falcone

20th of May, and I look forward
to seeing a lot of our members out
there.

Our club is still short on officers
and board members. You can

see the listings on page 2 of the
bulletin where positions are open.
Please consider serving and
contributing to the club in a very
direct way.

I want to say a special Thank You
to Sarah Boyce for coming out
last month and bringing all her
wonderful opals.

May 2006

Charlotte, North Carolina

Our 49th Year

May Meeting Program

The May meeting will be
presented by Danny Jones, who will
show us how to properly set up
display cases for the club show.

The mineral for the month is
tourmaline. Please bring your
samples of tourmaline to the
meeting on May 26.

! Meeting Location and Date Changes !!!

We have had to relinquish our meeting room at Discovery
Place for the events associated with the Dead Sea Scrolls exhibit.
This month’s meeting has been rescheduled for the fourth Friday in the month,
Friday, May 26, at Amity Presbyterian Church.
Amity Presbyterian is located between Albemarle Road and Independence Blvd., on the corner of Sharon
Amity Rd. and Peirson Rd. Turn on Pierson Rd. and go to the back of the church to park.
The Fellowship Hall is in the long wing of the church bordering the north side of the parking lot.
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2006 CGMC
Officers & Board

President
Warren Falcone
704/855-9815
Vice President

Jimmy Strickland
704/537-6010

Secretary

open

Treasurer

HP Giger
704/365-1734

Directors-at-Large

Ron Gibbs
704/846-7102
Dee Rittenhour
704/845-5627
Bulletin Editor

Kim Tyler
704/454-5337
Past President

Jimmy Strickland
CLUB CHAIRPERSONS

SFMS Contact &
Stamp Chairman
open
Points Scholarships Chair
Jolene Falcone
704/855-9815
Field Trip Chairman
Harrell Suggs
704/537-5528
Geode Chairman
Jimmy Strickland
704/537-6010
Show Chairman
Jolene Falcone
Dealer Chairman
Becky Strickland
704/537-6010
Hospitality Chairman
Barbara Veil
704/568-3930
Refreshments Chairman
open
Workshop Chairman
open
Web Master
Ron Gibbs
Librarian
Pat Walker
704/523-5261
Picnic Chairman
Jolene Falcone
Christmas Party Chairman
Pat Walker

BEN E. CLEMENT MINERAL MUSEUM PRESENTS THE
1ST ANNUAL MINERAL & GEM SHOW
Museum Tours * "Digs" * Silent Auction * Event Speakers * Vendor Tables * Special Activities
June 3 & 4, 2006
Friday, Setup—Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Lecture & Silent Auction 6pm—Sunday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Crittenden County High School & Middle School Gyms, Marion, KY

Call 270-965-4263 for registration and information
205 N. Walker Marion, Kentucky 42064
beneclement@kynet.biz
http://www.marionkentucky.us/clementmineralmuseum/index.htm

From 1920 until his death in 1980, Mr. Clement accumulated what has become known as the
largest and finest collection of fluorite specimens in the world. Neatly blended into the collection
are other minerals and archeological specimens that he found all around the world. The museum
also houses an extensive display of the coal plant fossil Lepidodendron and petrified wood, and a
massive collection of fluorescent specimens beneath ultraviolet lights. There are two collections
of gemstone carvings—one consisting of more than 40 carvings and 80 faceted fluorite pieces of
all colors by a German family dynasty; and another which was carved by Squire Riley, a night
watchman, during the early years of this century.

APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE EXHIBIT
Charlotte Gem and Mineral Show, June 9, 10, and 11, 2006
Charlotte Merchandise Mart, 2500 E. Independence Blvd. (Hwy. 74)
Charlotte, NC

The exhibitor is responsible for the exhibit throughout the show, including set-up and take-
down. Guards will be on duty at all times; however, neither the Charlotte Gem and Mineral
Club nor the Charlotte Show Committee assumes responsibility for any loss or damage.

Set-up time begins at 1:00 p.m., Thursday, June 8, 2006. All exhibitors must be out of the
building by 8:00 p.m. Access to the building on Friday morning, June 9, is at 9:00 a.m. for
exhibitors. All set-ups must be completed prior to the show’s opening at 10:00 a.m. Friday.
Removal of a display prior to closing at 5:00 p.m. Sunday is not permitted without the
express approval of the Exhibit Chairman or the Show Chairman. Removal without
permission will result in forfeiture of any prizes/awards/ribbons won. Judging will be
under the 2005 AFMS Uniform Rules. All exhibitors agree to abide by these rules.

The exhibitor’s signature on the following form acknowledges consent to these statements.

For further information contact: Danny F. Jones at 704-844-6036,
e-mail Dannyfjones@aol.com

American Federation of
Mineralogical

Societies web page is
www.amfed.org. This site
contains copies of the
Federation rules and guide-
lines. 2005 AFMS
Uniform Rules can be
downloaded from this site.
Any questions or requests
for assistance should be
addressed to Danny F.
Jones, Exhibit Chairman.

Map location of
Charlotte Merchandise
Mart
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APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE EXHIBIT (continued from page 2)

Please print clearly as the name below will be used on any awards.

Name Date Phone

Address Email

City, State, Zip

AFMS Affiliated Society (required)
Competitive Exhibits (Deadline is June 1, 2006)
This exhibitor is a member in good standing of the AFMS—affiliated society listed above.

Society Officer

Competitive cases will be judged using the AFMS Regional Rules, Eighth Edition, corrected through
2005.

The exhibitor is responsible for determining the proper Division and Class.

Master Advanced Novice Junior Society Jr. Society

Division Class Reference Class of Restriction for BF and FC

Specify contents/subject of Restricted (X, Y, or XY), Open Division, or Educational cases:

I request the use of a Charlotte Show case.

I plan to bring my own case (indicate size).

Do you wish to have your name(s) released to writers preparing articles for publication, or people
seeking potential exhibitors for other mineral shows? YES NO

Names for I.D. Badges: 1.

2.

I (we) agree to abide by the above rules and procedures.

Exhibitor(s)

Send application to: Danny F. Jones, 3100 Greywood Lane, Matthews, NC 28104
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Upcoming Field Trips

DMC Program of the SFMS Field Trip Committee
An Official Field Trip of the Charlotte Gem and Mineral Club (Host)
9:00 a.m., Saturday, May 20, 2006
Limonite at the Bower’s Farm
Stanley County, Norwood, North Carolina
(Fee site)
The Charlotte Gem and Mineral Club will be hosting the DMC May field trip to the Bowers’ Farm outside
of Porter/Norwood, North Carolina for limonite pseudomorphs after pyrite. The limonite crystals at this

location have ranged in size from 1/2" to over 4”. You can surface collect and find smaller cubes up to an
inch or more. You can also dig down 3-5 feet and find the larger cubes and some bigger clusters.

Fee: THERE IS A $10.00/per person FEE TO DIG -- KIDS 16 AND UNDER ARE FREE.

Driving Directions: I-85 North or South take exit 76-A (Salisbury, NC) onto Innes St. West (US-52),
following this route until you get to the town of Porter, which is about 36 miles. (Keep an eye on the
US-52 route number going through the big towns like Albemarle.) Once you have made it to Porter, start
looking for Cottonville Rd. -- it will be on your right-hand side. Follow this road around the bend and
keep going. You will see a school yard and the Bowers’ property will be on the left-hand side.

Note: DO NOT PARK AT THE TIRE PLANT.

What to Bring: Drinking water, food, shovel, 1/2" sifting screen, rock pick, chisels, pry bars, crack
hammer, wrapping paper, gloves, sturdy boots, eye protection, and containers.

What to Wear: Typical digging clothes. There are no toilets.
Collecting Hours: 9:00 a.m. until whenever you decide to quit.

Contact: WARREN FALCONE 704-467-5618 OR JOLENE FALCONE 704-467-5622
Email: gemtrips@ctc.net

"Field trips are open to all members of associated clubs of the DMC program of the SFMS Field Trip

Committee and to all members of SFMS member clubs who have provided their membership with SFMS liability
insurance. Because of insurance requirements, members of the GENERAL PUBLIC are NOT invited on this or
any DMC program field trips!"

Field Trip Invitation from Greensboro Club
Saturday, May 20, 2006
Thomasville MM Quarry

The Greensboro club will have a field trip on May 20 to Thomasville MM Quarry. Our club has been invited to
join in on this dig. This quarry is known for stilbite, calcite, mica and some other minerals.

Below are directions there:
-I-85N
- Take Exit 102
- Turn right (or left when driving from Charlotte?) at the end of the ramp. Continue on.
- Turn left in few hundred yards at the first stop light on Lake Road.
- Go to the STOP sign at Johnsontown Road (09 mile).
- Turn right — then immediately turn left on to UPPER LAKE ROAD (SR 2024)
- Quarry is 2.5 miles on the left.

Sorry for some uncertainty. Please check it in internet by the above destination.
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DMC Program of the SFMS Field Trip Committee
An Official Field Trip of Forsyth County Gem & Mineral Club (Host)
An Official Field Trip of the Charlotte Gem and Mineral Club
8:00 a.m.-12:00 Noon, Saturday, June 10, 2006
Vulcan Materials Company’s Morganton Quarry
Morganton (Burke County), NC

Children: Over 12 years old can attend if supervised closely by parent or guardian. Must wear
appropriate safety gear.

No Pets

Contact: Jim Stroud if you have any questions concerning the fieldtrip, phone: 336-744-2940:
e-mail address: stroudj@vmcemail.com: mail address PO Box 4239 Winston-Salem, NC 27115

Trip: Vulcan Materials Company’s Morganton Quarry

Collecting: This quarry has several rock types, which include augen gneiss, chlorite biotite gneiss,
amphibolite, and pegmatite. The following collectable minerals have been found at this location: garnet,
golden beryl, black tourmaline, apatite, sphene, feldspar, biotite and muscovite books, and siderite. The
majority of these minerals are found in the pegmatite zones. Garnets are almandine variety and have
been found up to silver dollar size. However, the majority of them are 1/8” to 1/4” in diameter imbedded
in the pegmatite.

Special Conditions: This is an operating mine. All persons attending the fieldtrip will be required to
sign a hold harmless agreement, take 15-minute hazardous training, and wear the required safety gear at
all times. This includes a hard hat, safety glasses, and steel-toed boots. We will meet at the quarry
office at 8:00 a.m., sign releases, receive instructions on boundaries and safety, and be lead into
the collecting area. We must leave the quarry by 12 noon! In addition, all persons are asked to stay
away from the quarry walls. There is plenty of material loose on the quarry floor. VEHICLES WILL
BE PERMITTED INSIDE THE QUARRY ON THIS TRIP and parked until leaving.

Bring: Hard hat, safety glasses, rock hammer, and something to carry and wrap samples.

Where to Meet: We will meet at the quarry at 8:00 am and be allowed to collect until 12:00. Quarry’s
phone number (828)437-2616.

Directions to our meeting place: From Interstate 40, take Highway 18 North at exit 105. At the fourth
traffic light, turn right on Fleming Drive. Continue to end of road at Route 64/70 (dead end at Bi-Lo
Food Store). Turn left on Route 64/70, travel under the railroad bridge. Immediately after crossing under
bridge, at the Viscotec plant, turn right on Kirksey Drive. Make another right on Quarry Road. Quarry
entrance is 1/4 mile off Quarry Road.

Vulcan Materials Company
Causby Quarry Road
Morganton, NC 28655
(828) 437-2616

Drive Time: This is approximately a 1-2 hour drive from Winston-Salem, NC.
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Chemistry: Na(Li,Al)3A16Si6018(B0O3)3 (OH)4, Sodium Lithium Aluminum Boro-Silicate Hydroxide
Uses: As a gemstone

Color: Green to blue to pink
Hardness: 7-7.5

Specific gravity: 2.7

Crystals: Trigonal
Accompanied by: Rubellite
Fracture: Conchoidal to uneven
Luster: Vitreous

Cleavage: Very poor

Streak: White

Similar to: Aquamarine

Tourmaline is a widespread and abundant complex boron and aluminum silicate minerals. Tourmalines form slender,
three-, six-, or nine-sided prismatic crystals (hexagonal system) in parallel or radiating groups. Crystal color depends on
the composition; black is most common, but brown, green, yellow, red-pink, and blue are also found, and the color may
change along the length of the crystal. Some tourmaline crystals are used as semiprecious gems, particularly the blue,
red-to-pink, and green crystals, which are also known as Brazilian emeralds. Tourmalines develop an electrical charge
when heated or deformed, and pieces cut perpendicular to the long axis can polarize light.

The best-developed tourmaline crystals are found in granite pegmatites. Crystals are also found in limestones altered by
granitic intrusions and, because of high resistance to weathering, in sedimentary deposits.

It is the birthstone for October and the anniversary stone for the 8th year of marriage. Of all the gemstones, tourmaline
has the widest range of colors. Shades of pink and green are the most common. It is a complicated aluminum silicate that
easily draws to itself impurities. The purest form is the colorless kind. It can have more than one color in the same stone,
for example, the watermelon tourmaline.

Tourmaline has become probably the best selling 'semi-precious' in recent years. This may partly be due to Paloma
Picasso's signature range for Tiffany a few years ago. The enormous variety of colors in which tourmaline is available
was surely a major inspiration for this talented designer. Some of the colors in the group have been give special names
such as the red I pink variety known as Rubelite or blue which is known as Indicolite and brown/cognac as Dravite.
Green tourmaline comes in a wide range of shades but the rare emerald green variety is popularly known as Chrome
Tourmaline which relates to the traces of chromium which give this its unique color. Zambia has been mining tourma-
lines for many years--the most famous mine being Hofmeyer Mine near Nyimba. Production there has dropped in recent
years but, occasionally, some fine greens and deep reds are recovered by local diggers at this now abandoned mine. The
pink deposits from near Mkushi offer some of the best rubelite we have ever seen in this country and new deposits are
constantly being found all over the Eastern Province. Indicolite has been seen but is often mistaken for blue sapphire by
the local dealers whose disappointment is quite obvious at point of sale!
Brazil has been a major producer of tourmaline for decades and tales of great suffering rewarded by fabulous finds have
resounded through the gem trade for many years. Of late, however, production has dropped due to the exhaustion of
some of the most prolific mines.
In the early 90's an extraordinary discovery of bright blue and green tourmaline from Paraiba took the gem world by
storm. Production was slight and most stones recovered weighed less than one gram. Such frenzy ensued to purchase
sizeable pieces that in Tuscon's Gem Fair in '92 one +5 ct stone of 'electric/neon' blue changed hands for a staggering US
$8,000 per ct! Namibia has also been a source of fine tourmalines but again production has dwindled in recent years.
Madagascar and Mozambique also have fine tourmaline deposits. But with the sapphire and emerald finds in recent years
attention has switched to these rarer, more precious stone mines
It is difficult to match colors in the stones due to the fact that colors differ from one stone to the next. It is usually cut
into a deep step cut to retain the color of the stone.
Pink tourmaline is commonly known as rubelite, the color ranges from a light pink to a hot deep Fuchsia pink. The green
variety is known as verdelite. The deep blue variety is just as scarce and is known as idicolite..
Do not clean your tourmaline in an ultra sound cleaner. We recommend using a soft brush and warm water.

Used by permission, Gerdus Bronn website, www.mineralgallery.co.za
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2500 E. Independence Blvd., (Hwy. 74)

June 9 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
June 10 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
June 11 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Admission: $3.50 for adults;
$2.50 for seniors (60 years and better) and students;
free for children under 10
Free Parking

Special Attractions:
Exhibit from

The Carnegie Museum of Natural History
(including “City in the Clouds,”
the world’s finest watermelon tourmaline crystal cluster)
CGMC’s Hornet’s Nest
(a real hornet’s nest fully covered in gold leaf,
with gold-cast hornets buzzing around!)

It's time to begin thinking about how you will help with the annual club show. You
may sign up for 3-4 hour time slots at the May meeting. Volunteers are needed in
many areas, such as publicity, set-up/tear-down; exhibits; demonstrations; and
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Thanks!
The Charlotte Gem and Mineral Club hosted the geode booth during the Reed Gold Mine’s
Heritage Days on April 25 and 26, from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. both days. Jimmy Strickland
was helped by Becky Strickland; Warren, Jolene, and Dylan Falcone, and Michael Yenik.

Check your calendars now and mark the Gold Panning Days event at the Mine on Aug. 12.
The club will be selling geodes again that day,
and volunteers will be needed to help in the booth.

Cabochon Machines

Cabochon machines are available at the homes of Jimmy Strickland (704/537-6010)
and Warren Falcone (704/855-9815).

Please call to plan a visit to use a machine.

These machines belong to the club; you MUST be a club member to use them.

g@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Refreshments

If you would be interested in providing refreshments for this month’s meeting, please contact the
@ Bulletin Editor. Expenses up to $50 will be reimbursed by the club, with receipt. Please consider
helping the club with this job. Our social time is much more fun with something to munch on!

LBBBB

F999999999999999999999999999999

Electronic Newsletter

The Charlotte Gem and Mineral Club is now publishing its monthly newsletter,
Goldrush Ledger,
on-line at the club’s website,

http://www.charlottegem.com

YOU MUST CALL Kim Tyler at 704/454-5337
and let her know, if you have not already done so, if you need a hard copy of the
newsletter. Otherwise, she will assume you will look for the Goldrush Ledger on the
website. This month’s newsletter will be the last one mailed to all club members. A big
thanks goes out to Ron Gibbs for taking over the job of Webmaster!

The cost of sending a hard copy of the newsletter to club members
now exceeds $1.00 per copy. If you have a computer at home, please help your club
with its limited financial resources by reading the electronic version
instead of a mailed hard copy.
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WOW!!!
Wildacres Session in April
by Betty Franklin, Jacksonville Gem & Mineral Society

I’ve just returned from a wonderful experience at a place called Wildacres. This is my first time attending
the Southeast Federation’s workshop located near Little Switzerland, North Carolina. At first I was
reluctant to go but a friend in another club talked me into going. We car-pooled to save gas money.

We went to Asheville first and spent the night so we could drive along the Blue Ridge Parkway. The drive
from Asheville was spectacular. Flowers, as well as the dogwood trees, were in bloom along the Parkway.
The easy trip only took one and a half hours. After turning off the Parkway, just between milepost 337 and
336, and then following the signs, we arrived in the parking lot of Wildacres.

I was surprised that a place like this was stuck on the top of a forested knob. In the lobby of the North
Lodge, Red and Flora Lee Walker, the Federation Registrars, met us. They were most helpful in assigning
us the motel-style room and providing the student packet, containing our nametags and Whispers of
Wildacres. The Whispers of Wildacres provided us with information about schedule of classes and the
week’s events.

The first meal, all served family style, was at 6:30 PM and the dining hall is beautiful, with a mineral
exhibit on the upper level. After the evening meal, Mike House, the Wildacres Manager, welcomed us at
the orientation and related some of the fascinating history about the retreat. Barbara and David Tuttle, the
SFMS Directors, also welcomed us and went over a few details that would make our stay more enjoyable.
As a first time attendee, I got a “Wildacres Pin” that I can wear on my vest.

I enrolled in a Fused Glass class taught by Jo Harrison. My friend took the Beginning Silver class taught
by Don and Ann Monroe. After the orientation, instructors took the students to the class and gave us a
quick overview of what we were going to be doing during the week. I was amazed at what we were going
to make. Jo had such beautiful examples of fused glass that we could make. Later my friend said the
Monroes were enthusiastic and felt it was going to be a fun class. She’s had silver before but this was
going to be good because every teacher shows you something new and different.

David said this was going to be one of the quickest weeks of our lives and believe me it was. Each evening
we had a different program; one on meteorites, an auction of mostly lapidary related items (lots of fun),
story telling and a bonfire, another auction night, a video about meteorites, and one free night. On Show &
Tell night we all displayed what we had made. Ken Kipnis taught Macrophotography and Fred Sias taught
Casting, Ken and Mary Ann Devos taught Precious Metal Clay.

The meals were very good and plenty of it. I think I gained a few pounds. Everyone at Wildacres was
friendly and we met people from all over the southeast. One lady heard about us and came to Wildacres
from New Mexico. The Federation invites any rock club member in the U.S. to attend. A good idea!!!

If anyone wants to attend the August or September 2006 sessions, go to amfed.org and then to the
Southeast Federation site. Click on “workshops” and find Wildacres. There is a list of classes and Red
Walker said some vacancies are left. Before we left I signed up for the next two sessions, I had such a
good time.

The cost was $310 for room, board and instructions. Some classes had nominal fees, but for an average of
$62 per night, it was the best value for a vacation.

—Submitted by David and Barbara Tuttle, SFMS Wildacres Directors
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Kim Tyler, Bulletin Editor First Class Mail
5437 Somerset Lane
Harrisburg, NC 28075
Email: bbck4@yahoo.com

Next Meeting
Friday, May 26
7:30 pm
Amity Presbyterian
Church .
«First Name» «Last Name»
«Address»
M ay «Address1»

«City», «State» «PostalCode»
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GOLDRUSH LEDGER

The Goldrush Ledger is published monthly in Charlotte, North Carolina. Articles may be
reproduced provided proper credit is given to the author and to this publication. Deadline
for publication is the first Thursday of each month. Material may be submitted at club

or executive board meetings, or mailed directly to the Editor, and will be in the next
issue if still timely. All articles must be signed and, where applicable, references must be
provided. The Charlotte Gem & Mineral Club is a member of the Southeast Federation of
Mineralogical Societies, an affiliate member of the American Federation of Mineralogical
Societies, and an affiliate of the Arts & Science Council of Charlotte, North Carolina.
Annual dues of $20.00 (family) and $15.00 (individual) are payable in December for the
following year. The purpose of this Club is to foster interest in, and promote knowledge
of, minerals, gems, fossils, and all earth sciences. We also disseminate information and
instruction in the lapidary arts and the utilization of precious metals in our crafts. These
purposes are accomplished through regular meetings (usually the third Thursday of each
month at 7:30pm, at Discovery Place, 301 N. Tryon Street, Charlotte) with informative
programs, study groups, workshops and field trips. Visitors are most welcome to our club
meetings. For more information, write our club at: P.O. Box 10233, Charlotte, NC 28212-
5667.

WEB SITE: http://www.charlottegem.com




